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THOMAS SHIN

Doun to the deepest part of my heart. I truly didn't know what to expect
when | first came to the 10th RYLA Seminar. I did look forward to relaxing
for four days greeting the spring playing in the warn sunfilled days.....
However, what | realized from the seminar was a bondship between myself
and oy fellow groﬁp penbers a reassurance from the Rotarians that I am not
alone in trying to do what I truly believe in -- that | have responsibility
to fellow human beings.

All my life I have been striving to understand “myself”----- who | am
and what [ should do in my lifetime. It goes without saying that [ haven’t
conpleted the puzzle as of yet, and I probably won't complete it even until
the day I die. But, I have been putting the pieces together in trying to
nake myself a better, a more complete , and a more understanding human
being. Perhaps it a my endeavor to become a better person that really
motivated me to give up everything in New York and come to a foreign country
(H 4 )where I had no family, relatives, or friends.

During the two years that I’ve been in Japan, [ met many friends, worked
at various jobs, and séen a multitude of things. I truly feel that what

| exeperienced in Japan has helped to make me a better person -- that

these past two years have made me understand more of who I am, what I can
do, and what [ should do.

When I canme to Ydsima four days ago, [ had no idea that the Rotary club
not only consisted of members who are alredy doing what I want to do, but
also that it supports and provides opportunies for the younger generation
to develop and becoﬁe a nore complete and principled persons.

I feel fortunate to have met and spent days and nights together with
many who have come from many different backgrounds who will undoubted
ly go into many different fields. Some of us were younger while some

of us were men and some of us were women, but most of us discovered that



we had one thing in common -- that we have a great responsibility, as
a human being, toward our local, national, and world community....

I have already made arrangements to meet a friend | mede here of the
seminar back in America. I have already promised to meet four others
in the very near future. W¥ho knows, perhaps some of the friendships
I made here will last a lifetime.... I certainly hope so.

I will return with the reassuring knowledge that | am not alone in feelir
that | should not take for granted the fact that I came into this world
as a human being -- that there are many others who feel the same way
I do -- | belong with them. It is oy great pleasure to be able to say
that I will return with a reneved and a reinforced sense of purpose --

and that there are other true “human beings™ who still care.
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