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Robin Foster

I feel very fortunate to have been given the opportunity to experience
this RYLA seminar. | have only been studying the Japanese Language for six
months, therefore | found the lectures very difficult to understand .
this has at times been very frustrating and tiresome, however, still a very
good experience. Eventhough | was un able to understand all that was being
said at the Campfire, | found it very moving | was able to feel what was being
said when I couldn’t understand | can say that I have been inpereal to become
more involved in my community.l feel it is very important to help and care
about others, for at some time you yourself, may be the one in need At times |
feel American people care too much about themselves and their money. | heir
minds become clouded and they forget the things that are really important in
life... people and peace.

I am also thankful for the opportunity to make so many new friends.
Everyone has been extremely nice, understanding, and helpful. I have had a
wonderful time and an glad I was able to come. | would like to thank Rotary
for giving me this wonderful experience. | am only sorry | am not able to
express my feelings in Japanese. Perhaps someday | can attend another RYLA

seminor when I have a better understanding of the Language.

ES3bHYMNESTETNE L,
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PAULA KELLY

It is difficult to express my thought about the RYLA camp will in
Japanese, so | will try in English.

Coming to this camp and speaking with young Japanese people about things
that are important to us made me realize once more that while many of our
custams, our cultures and histories are extremely different, our fundamenntal
way of thinking and the things we concider inportant are exacly the same.

LLeaning about Rotary and coming to appreciate it as more than just a
gathering of wealthy men seeing it as a great world wide organization that is
siriving to make our world a better place was one of the things | learned and
for that 1 am grateful.

Talking about the Kobe earthquake and discussing the true meaning of the

word /K5 7 4 7 made me take a look at my own life and | found myself
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feeling ashamed at how little | do for others. When the Kochi eathquake
occurred, | was on holidays with my friends and all we did was put some money
in some tins in Tokyo. Sadder than the fact that we didn’t go and help when we
could have is the fact that it didn’t even cross our minds we should.

This camp has inspired me to go more for others. | hope that in the
future when it’s possible for me to help other people in need, actually doing
it will be my first move rather than considering in hindsight that | could
have done something, but didn’ t.

Coming to such a beautiful island and enjoying myself while at the same
time thinking hard about the future what as young people can do to make the
world a place has perhaps the most beneficial 4 days for me as a person since
I have come to Japan.

I will try to remember the things that | have learned in the camp put

them into practice.
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