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HYBLITITE L

® Walkey Tyler

This RYLA seminar meant more to me
than I can put into words. I heard about the
seminar thought Mr. Ise at the Tokushima
Rotary Club when he invited me to come I
didn't quite understand why. My Japanese
is far from fluent and I am only an English
teacher. I didn't understand how I would be
able to contribute to this seminar.

Upon arriving here I was immediately
welcomed by all the amazing people here.
I couldn't understand every word that was
spoken, but I began to see the true meaning
of the seminar and how I could benefit from it.
While the theme fo the seminar is leadership,
that valuable information was not the only
thing I gained from it. I was able to make true
connections and friendships with not only the
members in my group, but also many staff
members, both YMCA and Rotary. This I feel
is one of the greatest things humans can gain
from life, relationships.

Living in a rather rural part of Japan, it
is rare for me to feel at home, as I do in the
United States. But the overwhelming amount
of love and support I receive in Japan more
than makes up for it. The RYLA seminar was
no exception.

I had heard that each group would be
presenting on a lecture topic to the entire
group. I had no idea what to expect. I didn't
know if I could truly participate in the
discussion and had no idea I would actually
be speaking during the presentation. I felt so
honored to not only participate in both, but
also speak about a topic that has had a fairly

large impact on my life during my time here
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in Japan. (dolphin slaughter/sea shepherd)

I was very hesitant to speak about this topic
because I knew it could become very heated.
But my group and myself felt it fit well into
the lecture on building a better society. Also,
it was a chance to hear how someone out side
of Japan can have a difficult point of view on a
subject that affects many nations.

The response from out topic was amazing.
Whether positive or negative, I felt I learned
a wealth of information and learned about
leadership from some people 1 gained true
respect for.

There were many, but I will only have
two. Imai sensei is easily one of the most
amazing people I have ever met. He has a
true understanding and empathy for the many

different views and cultures that make up

our would. The last person was our Bt & A,
Mrs Yokiko. She was very concerned from
the beginning that I was having a hard time
understanding the lectures and immediately
took me under her wing. Without her help my
experience here would have had much less
meaning.

I would just like to end by saying thank
you to all the members of the Rotary Club
and especially the ones I was privileged
enough to meet here. I am truly sorry that
this is in English, but I could have never
expressed myself properly otherwise. Even in
English, these words do no justice to amazing
experience | had here the last four days, and
for that I say thank you from the bottom of

my heart.

hyrt53—-NDEEA
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